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supply effect, which is exogenous to the individual participation decision. 
By contrast, a higher employment-to-population ratio has a negative effect 
on the probability of young people studying. This ratio can be interpreted 
as a proxy of the demand for labour, which can be regarded as exogenous 
to the individual decision. The most important finding of the analysis con-
cerns the role of risk on activity status: greater uncertainty on labour mar-
ket outcomes is associated with a higher probability of staying on the 
school. These results are consistent with a real options approach to educa-
tion as an investment under uncertainty.   
 
 
3. Indicators for measuring the educational impact of child labour. 
A third recent UCW Working Paper looks at ways of improving the mea-
surement of the educational impact of child labour (Kovrova, 2008; draft). 
Understanding the interplay between education and child labour important 
to achieving both EFA and child labour elimination goals. The working pa-
per forms part of broader UCW efforts towards improving this understand-
ing.  It elaborates an expanded list of education indicators available from 
common household survey instruments that can be used for assessing the 
educational impact of child labour.  These indicators cover not only school 
attendance but also school progression and survival, and therefore extend 
beyond the information on child labour and education typically provided in 
the research literature to date.  

As an example, preliminary evidence in Mali shows different results of 
working children with respect of their non-working counterparts in terms of 
school life expectancy (Figure 2) and grade progression (Figure 3). About 
half of 7-14 year-olds children attend school, but only about 30 percent of 
this age group attends school unimpeded by work. Working children in 
school can expect to stay for a much more limited  period of time com-
pared to non-working children. At age 7 years, for example, school life ex-
pectancy for working students is three years less than that of non-working 
children. Working children lag behind in terms of grade progression from 
age 13 years onwards. 

 

Figure 1.  School attendance rate, by children’s involvement in economic activity and age 

 
Source: UCW calculation based on Mali, Simpoc 2001 
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Figure 2.  School life expectancy,(a) by children’s involvement in economic activity and age 

Source: UCW calculation based on Mali, SIMPOC 2001 

 
 Figure 3.  Average grade completed of children currently attending school, by  age and involvement in economic activity  

Source: UCW calculation based on Mali SIMPOC 2001
 
 
When disaggregated by children’s work status, the expanded list of indica-
tors discussed in the paper can provide insight into differences between 
working and non-working children in terms of their ability to enter and 
participate in school, and to persist and progress through the school sys-
tem once there. The indicators can also be used to assess differences in 
school participation, survival and progression within the population of child 
workers, e.g., child working in different economic sectors, under different 
work modalities, in different seasons or for different amounts of time each 
day. This is important in light of the possibility that it is not work per se 
that interferes with schooling, but the rather the specific nature of the 
work or the conditions and time intensity with which it is performed. The 
paper also discusses the data requirements for the expanded indicators 
list. 
 
 

Project news and events 
 
1. Study on NPA costing in Cambodia completed. Work was completed on 
the cost of extending the intervention package contained in the Cambodian 
national plan of action for the elimination of worst forms of child labour to 
the entire concerned child population over a 10-year period. Results of the 
study will be summarised in a future edition of the Newsletter.  

2. Seminar on child labour, education and youth employment (Madrid, 11-
12 September 2008). As reported previously, this third UCW seminar, to 
be organised jointly with the Instituto Figuerola (Universidad Carlos III de 
Madrid), will present recent research on child labour and its linkages with 
educational and youth employment outcomes. The agenda will shortly be 
downloadable from UCW website, and information on papers presented 
and discussions at the seminar will be included in the next (December 
2008) edition of this Newsletter. 
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3. Study on child labour in Bangladesh. The research cooperation project 
will operate under the supervision of an inter-agency Working Group com-
prised of representatives from the ILO, the World Bank and from UNICEF 
Bangladesh, as well as the Government of Bangladesh focal point (i.e., the 
Head of the recently established Child Labour Unit). Other concerned Gov-
ernment ministries and bodies, multi- and bi-lateral development partners, 
employers’ and workers’ organisations and representatives from key civil 
society stakeholders will be involved in this inter-agency research collabo-
ration. The study will provide descriptive evidence of changes in the size 
and composition(i.e., age, sex and residence) of the child labour popula-
tion in Bangladesh. Possible changes in the structure and characteristics of 
child labour (i.e., sector, modality and intensity) will also be examined. 
Resource requirements and economic benefits associated with eliminating 
child labour will be estimated, augmenting the child rights argument for 
child labour elimination by providing a compelling economic case for com-
bating child labour, highlighting the constraint that child labour poses to 
broader national development goals. 

4. Study on child labour in Andhra Pradesh. The study, to be conducted in 
conjunction with the Centre for Good Governance (CGG), the State gov-
ernment and ILO Delhi, will assess factors underlying the decline in child 
labour in the State of Andhra Pradesh over the last 10 years. An ILO Delhi 
mission to Rome took place in June 2008 for discussions on the study pa-
rameters; a follow-up UCW mission UCW to Hyderabad is planned for late 
August to finalise the study terms of reference and timeline. 

5. Internships at UCW. Two interns from the Master in Development Eco-
nomics from the Instituto Figuerola (Universidad Carlos III) were hosted at 
UCW secretariat in June-July 2008, as part of an on-going programme of 
cooperation with the university.  The interns had the opportunity to 
deepen their theoretical knowledge about child labour issue, as well as to 
apply this knowledge in a variety of research efforts. Their contribution to 
UCW research was highly appreciated and fruitful. 
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